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about this enclosed forest, he has one or more
small leopards carried on horseback, behind their
keepers; and when he pleases to give direction for
their being slipped, they instantly seize a stag,
or goat, or fallow deer, which he gives to his
hawks, and in this manner he amuses himself.
In the centre of these grounds, where there is
a beautiful grove of trees, he has built a royal
pavilion, supported upon a colonnade of hand-
some pillars, gilt and varnished. Round each pil-
lar a dragon, likewise gilt, entwines its tail,
whilst its head sustains the projection of the roof,
and its talons or claws are extended to the right
and left along the entablature* The roof is of
bamboo cane, likewise gilt, and so well var-
nished that no wet can injure it. The bamboos
used for this purpose are three palms in circum-
ference and ten fathoms in length, and being cut
at the joints, are split into two equal parts, so
as to form gutters, and with these (laid concave
and convex) the pavilion is covered; but to
secure the roof against the effect of wind, each
of the bamboos is tied at the ends to the frame.
The building is supported on every side (like a
tent) by more than two hundred very strong
silken cords, and otherwise, from the lightness of
the materials, it would be liable to oversetting by
the force of high winds. The whole is constructed
with so much ingenuity of contrivance that all
the parts may be taken asunder, removed, and